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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF 

THURMAN HELD SUNDAY MARCH 28, 2010 AT THE TOWN HALL, 311 ATHOL 

ROAD, ATHOL NEW YORK, COMMENCING AT 2:00 P.M.,  

PRESENT:        MR. CHARLES BILLS 

          MR. LEON GALUSHA 

   MR. JAMES LIGON   

          MR. LAWRENCE [RED] PITKIN 

              MR. AL VASAK 

Recording secretary: Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Lawrence [Red] Pitkin 

Pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. 

ROLL CALL 

This special meeting was called to discuss issues with the Thurman Emergency 

Medical Squad. The EMS was supposed to produce financial information and an 

ŀǳŘƛǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ όǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜύΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

was held and the financial information was NOT provided.  

LETTER: Richard Nelson former EMS member read a letter (which will be attached 

to the minutes). 

DISSCUSSION: The Ems has experienced a dwindling membership and a shortage 

ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ 9a¢Ωǎ.  Becoming trained as an EMT is time consuming.  Most people 

work and have families which make it difficult to have the time to volunteer.  The 

EMS is always looking for new members, however rather than gain members they 

have lost members due to internal strife. 

Currently all emergency calls from Thurman are automatically sent to Thurman 

EMS and Warrensburg EMS. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ¢ƘǳǊƳŀƴ ōȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

adequate coverage. 
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The Town Board is concerned with renewing its contract with the EMS. Each year 

the Town issues a check (in 09 the amount issued to the EMS was $33,830.00) in 

return for ambulance service. Presently the EMS is unable to fulfill its part of the 

bargain. The Town Board requested a copy of the EMS audit report.  The Ems has 

failed to supply an audit report or any other financial information the board has 

asked for.  A decision will not be made and the contract will not be renewed until 

the Town Board is supplied with the requested information. 

Also of concern to the Board and many of the residents attending this special 

meeting was the indecisiveness of EMS Captain George McKinney.  McKinney 

repeatedly contradicted himself. Mr. McKinney also had some trouble presenting 

factual information.  

The Town Board, the EMS and town residents hashed out many ideas.  

ü Having a paid squad 

ü Have a paid squad that covers days and have nights covered by an out of 

town squad. 

ü Build a room with bunk beds and a TV for paid EMS members 

ü Use soft billing  

ü Bill the insurance company 

ü Does it make sense to have a paid squad when Thurman only gets called 

once every 3 and1/2 days and 30% of the calls come in the evening 

ü aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ Ƨƻōǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ 9a¢Ωǎ ōǳǎȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ 

wait for a call 

ü Disband the EMS and contract with neighboring towns 

ü Solve internal strife  

ADJOURNMENT: With no further business on a motion by Councilman Ligon 

seconded by Councilman Vasak the meeting was adjourned at 3:42 pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ GALUSHA, BILLS, LIGON, PITKIN, VASAK 

Respectfully Submitted, Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 

Attached: wƛŎƪ bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ letter and a county emergency response report. 
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